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October by the Ministry of War asserting the need for an increase
in national defence and urging, for this purpose, the suppression of
the capitalist system and the return to a "moral economy'. In
December the War Minister was himself violently attacked by the
military left wing in a propaganda pamphlet which was said to have
the support of over 100,000 signatures. The pamphlet demanded a
more drastic policy both at home and abroad, and its appearance
threatened for a time to bring about the Minister's resignation. It
was credibly reported also that various Government officials, including
diplomatists, were visited by emissaries of the Army, were questioned
as to their attitude on matters of national policy, and were compelled
under personal pressure to send in their resignations if they failed to
pass the test. The recurring crisis over the Army and Navy estimates
resulted in the overthrow of Mr. Fujii, the Minister of Finance, whose
attempts to check expenditure under these heads incurred the dis-
pleasure of the militarists. His place was filled by the return to office
of his predecessor, Mr. Takahashi.

The championship of the agricultural classes, which had figured

prominently in the reformers' programme, did not avail to secure

for the Japanese farmers any increase of Government financial

support in 1934, their claims being sacrificed to those of the Army

and Navy when the choice between the two had to be made in

the budget allocations.   Under the Government scheme the agrarian

relief budget for the year was reduced from 159,000,000 to 79,000,000

yen; and, in spite of repeated agitation in the Diet, nothing more was

done to help the rural population till the critical situation, resulting

from the damage inflicted by the severe typhoon which visited Japan

in September and from other natural disasters which occurred in the

autumn, obliged the Government to call a special session of Parliament

on the 27th November. A supplementary budget was then passed

for the relief of the sufferers, to be spent mainly on long-term projects.

The sum to be raised for the purpose, amounting in all to 210,000,000

yen, was to be spread over three years, and this added a, burden of

approximately 70,000,000 yen to the annual budgets.   Meanwhile,

fche distress of the farmers which has been described in the Survey

for 1933 was even further aggravated. The bumper rice crop of the

preceding year was followed by the worst since 1913, with no adequate

rise in price to compensate the cultivator, while the year's harvest

of silk cocoons, which was slightly less in quantity than, in 1933, was

in value reduced by as much as 60 per cent.  The effect was a fall in

bhe aggregate receipts, derived by the farmers from their two staple

sources of income, which was estimated to be from 1,379,000,000 to
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